
 

 

How does ATLAS compare to a PBX?

 
How does ATLAS compare to a PBX? 
ATLAS performs several functions that a PBX does:  

• ATLAS connects with switched services, such as Robbed-bit T1, Primary Rate ISDN, and 
Basic Rate ISDN.  

• For incoming calls, ATLAS is able to decode information that indicates what number was 
dialed.  

• ATLAS implements a dial plan, allowing the customer to configure which port(s) calls are to 
be placed, based on the number that was dialed.  

• On the subscriber side, client devices can be connected to ATLAS via BRI, PRI, or Robbed-
bit T1.  

• When a subscriber goes "off-hook," ATLAS will provide dial tone for robbed bit trunks, or the 
appropriate D Channel response for PRI or BRI connections.  

• ATLAS can decode the telephone number that is being dialed, and direct that call to the 
appropriate port, based on the user-configured dial plan.  

• ATLAS can perform local switching, allowing one subscriber to call another without having to 
access the wide area network.  

• ATLAS will present the user with a fast-busy signal, should there not be an available trunk to 
place the call.  

There are many other features that a PBX implements that are not supported by ATLAS, 
including call forwarding, call transfer, voice mail, and others. 
 
There are many applications, particularly in data networking, that require basic switching 
functionality, but not the full complement of bells and whistles that a PBX would provide. 
 
ATLAS' Access Switching functionality is valuable in converting between technologies (e.g. PRI 
to T1 conversion). It also allows bandwidth to be used more efficiently by dynamically allocating 
bandwidth to the application that requires it versus a static mapping.  

 


